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Master Plan Summary (2009)
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Housing

Economic
Base

Public &
Community

Facilities

Transportation

Population

Land Use

Ensure the
availability of safe

and affordable
housing units of
varying style and
size sufficient to

meet needs of local
population

Increase
employment &

investment that will
result in

diversification
compatible

w/character &
long-term interests

Provide necessary
facilities & services

efficiently & in
conformance

with  all applicable
standards for all

residents & visitors

Provide safe, well
maintained & efficient
multi-modal system
to serve needs of

residents, businesses
and visitors

Sustain a population
growth rate that

maintains the rural
nature of the township. 

Achieve a pattern of
land use that will allow

for manageable &
compatible

development in areas
where adequate

facilities exist or can be
provided, while

preserving open space
& rural character

Median rent &
housing values

higher than
several

surrounding
communities

New
construction

limited by land
availability

Most
of employment

is  within Marquette
urban area

Iron ore heritage
remains pillar of

economy
Twp incomes

are 85-97% of
state overall

Encourage local
population to

further
their education;
well-educated

workforce is
essential

Population
density is less
than adjoining

urban areas

Aging
population
following

state &
national
trends

Seek funding
for bicycle
path west

toward
Wawanowin
Golf course

Work w/MDOT;
and  Marquette

County Road
Commission

Deer Lake &
W. Ishpeming

water systems
provide

majority of
water;

sufficient
capacity & low

rates

Twp Hall
well utilized;

maintains
one rec
facility

Establish
standards to

protect Yellow
Dog River
watershed

Overall trend
towards residential

development:
bedroom community

& recreation

Large parcels
especially those

with water
frontage  continue

to be in high
demand

5-year
Recreation

Plan

Pursue grant
funds to

expand &
improve

recreational
facilities

% of
substandard
housing very

low

Over 1/2 of
housing stock

was built
before 1969

Poverty rates
lower than

surrounding
area

Recreation

Joint
wastewater

with
Ishpeming

City

Commercial use
concentrated along

US41/M28;

Improvement
& development

of trails for
motorized &

non-motorized
uses

Not a large
seasonal
influx of

residents like
other twps

Tourism
increasing

industry

Maintain & improve
recreational

opportunities for
residents & visitors

Past industrial &
business practices

created serious
environmental

concerns

Continue
to support

IOHT

PC should
develop
Capital

Improvement
Plan

Efforts to attract
new business

should focus on
light industry


